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 Herts Explorers Newsletter – April 2010

Hello Explorers, 
[image: image1.png]A warm welcome to your April meeting. 
Today Cute Memory will be here with a Robotics Rascals session for the 5 – 8 year olds. 
www.cutememory.co.uk
Committee members here this afternoon:

Mihai Doros

(Treasurer)

Conny Doros

(Joint Treasurer) 

Becky Rose

(Activities Coordinator)

Susan Brooks

(General Committee Member)

Sue Landaw 

(Branch Contact and Membership Secretary)

Please see them if you have any questions or issues.

A note about signing in on arrival: 

After registering and paying the entrance fee, all adults are asked to sign their children in for the sessions. 

By signing in, you are noting and agreeing that:

The activity leader is leading the activity, supported by parents as agreed by the organising team. 

Your child may be left with these leaders.

You remain responsible for your child at all times. 

Should it be necessary, you may be asked to come into the session to support or remove your child. 

****************************************************************************************

CRB Checked? If you are CRB checked, or would like to be, please let us know.

***************************************************************************
Some activities in and around Herts in May
Herts Fire Museum Open Day - Saturday, 1st May 2010 13:00 - 16:00
At the new Fire Station in Lower High Street, Watford, the Herts Fire Museum is holding the second of its Open Days this year on Saturday 1 May, between 1pm and 4pm. We have 1850's manual fire appliances, a 1897 horse-drawn steam powered fire pump, a 1937 Leyland open-bodied fire engine which was based at St Albans, and a trailer pump from the Second World War. There is also a comprehensive photographic display, including the Buncefield Explosion in 2005, as well as many records of fires within the county. Uniforms and equipment are also on display and it's possible to handle equipment and try things on. Don't forget your camera. The contact is: Roger Middleton (Evening tel : 01923 251970)

Butterfly World Family Fun Day - Monday 3rd May www.butterflyworldproject.com
A fantastic family fun day packed full of entertainment, colour and butterflies galore featuring a range of exciting activities for all ages to enjoy such as face painting, story telling, a treasure hunt, butterfly pageant and more. To make the day a real family treat, children wearing butterfly wings can enter for free!

10am - 5pm Adult £6, concession £5, under 16s £4, free to under 3 year olds, Blue Peter badge holders and all children wearing butterfly wings. Family ticket - 2 adults & 2 children £19

Noke Lane, Chiswell Green, St. Albans Hertfordshire AL2 3NY

Rye Meads nature reserve, Rye Road, Stanstead Abbotts Hertfordshire SG12 8JS 
Saturday 8th May - Pond dipping for families www.rspb.org.uk/reserves/guide/r/ryemeads/
A great activity for the whole family! Let’s go pond dipping and explore the underwater world of Rye Meads. Booking is required, for more information and to book please contact the reserve. Cost: £1 for RSPB and Wildlife Explorer members, and £2.50 for non-members. If you join at the reserve, you will get into the event for the reduced price, and get lots of free goodies!

The Thai Festival - Sunday 9th May
Harpenden Public Halls, Southdown Road, Harpenden Hertfordshire AL5 1PD

The Thai festival is a spectacular indoor celebration of Thai food, handicrafts, traditions & culture presented in a style for all the family to enjoy. The attractions will include: Thai food & dessert stalls, Thai handicraft stalls iced tropical drinks stalls, Thai fruit shops, Thai beer & wine, Thai cookery demonstrations, fruit and veg carving. Thai massages, traditional dancing & much more.

10am - 6pm Tickets Adults £3 in advance £4 on the door, Children under 12 free of charge.
Birds of Aldenham at Aldenham Country Park - 15 May 10:45 AM until 12:15 PM 

Easy 1.5miles/ 2.4km walk.
Join Estate Officer Anthony Lewis for a leisurely walk around the woodlands and lake margins, to see and hear the diversity of birdlife in Hertfordshire’s only Country Park. Booking is essential. Meet at the catering kiosk in Aldenham Country Park car park. Contact Aldenham Country Park - 020 8953 9602
The Rickmansworth Festival Celebrating our canals and environment 
Sat 15 May to Sun 16 May www.rwt.org.uk
Canal Festival, Children’s farm, Music and Entertainment on three stages, Trade Stalls, Beer Tent and Catering, Sovereign the Shire horse, Environmental Fair, medieval living exhibition, fun fair

10:30 till 22:30 Saturday and 10:30 Till 17:30 Sunday admission is Free but £1 Donation towards cost of the Festival and the work of the trust please. The event is also held in the Aquadrome

Batchworth Lock Canal Centre, 99 Church St, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1JD

May Day Celebrations for children and their families - Sunday 23rd May
Hitchin British Schools Museum www.hitchinbritishschools.org.uk 
Join the revels and learn new skills: Maypole Dancing, Victorian games, Country Dancing. 
Free entry. Light refreshments available to purchase. Contact : Jacky Birch: 01462420144


St Albans South Signal Box - Sunday 9th & 23rd May 
St Albans South Signal Box, a Grade 2 listed building, is open this afternoon from 2-5pm. We are in Ridgmont Road, off Victoria Street, near to St Albans City Railway Station; full details and location map are on our website www.sigbox.co.uk
See how the railways originally ran trains in the days before electronics - signal a train from Harpenden and 
send it on to Napsbury. Work the signals in the garden and view our collection of signalling and railway ephemera.  The only preserved box open to the public in its original location and next to a busy working mainline. The largest Midland Railway Box preserved in the country.

Regular Messages

Pre-booking:
We realise that it is difficult if you have booked a place for an Explorers meeting and your child becomes ill at the last minute and you are unable to attend. 

However, we would appreciate it if you would let us know as often there is a waiting list for places. 

We run on a budget and payment for the places booked is essential to help us manage the programme. Booked places not allocated must be paid for.  

PLEASE:
Check your emails and the website before a meeting in case of last minute changes.

Include up to date contact details with your bookings and keep us informed of any email changes. Respond if asked so we know you have received messages! THANK YOU! 

NAGC Helpline:  
0845 450 0221 for help with giftedness issues. NAGC members can pre-book sessions.

www.nagcbritain.org.uk 
Joining the NAGC:

Joining the NAGC has benefits for everyone.  Members receive news, information and support. The NAGC gains more support with more members, and is better able to support gifted children and their families wherever they are. 

Our club receives financial support for every NAGC member who joins our branch. Better funding widens our ability to continue to deliver quality activities. Find out more at www.nagcbritain.org.uk
Fund-raising:  

We fund-raise via http://buy.at/HertsExplorers (an on-line shopping portal, with Marks & Spencer, Amazon, John Lewis and other famous names). A commission from each purchase comes to Explorers, and we receive a cheque when our commission reaches £20. www.yellowmoon.org.uk Remember to quote SNA1122 if you buy on line from Yellow Moon. Also http://www.specialistcrafts.co.uk Or tell your friends and help raise funds for the club. 

Programme!

We always welcome ideas, comments and suggestions for potential future Explorers events. If anyone has an event idea that they want to organise themselves with help from the committee, or if anyone is willing to organise an event that we haven’t got round to running yet please contact any of the committee.
Have a great afternoon, and please fill in a feedback form as you leave.  We value your comments and suggestions. 

NO MEETING IN MAY 
NEXT MEETING: Sunday 13th June – Animal Show! 

This meeting will include the AGM.
Please come along and consider supporting your Explorers Group with ideas for sessions and offers of help.

Please check our web site www.nagc-herts.org.uk for news and updates, and full details of future meetings. 

 Supporting the Parents and Carers of Gifted and Talented Children
NAGC is a national charity providing guidance and specialist advice for parents and carers to give them the confidence and tools to help meet the needs of gifted and talented children and develop their potential. 

NAGC is running a series of workshops for parents and carers: 

Venue: NAGC, Challenge House, Sherwood Drive, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK3 6DP 

Time: 1pm – 2.30pm 

Cost: NAGC members £5 / Non-members £10 per person per workshop 

Concessions free (contact NAGC for details) 

Date & Title: Friday 30th April 

What is Gifted and Talented? 

Friday 28th May 

Supporting a Gifted and Talented Child 

Friday 25th June 

Parents and Schools Working Together 

Booking: Spaces are limited and pre-booking is required. 

Telephone 01908 646433 

or email amazingchildren@nagcbritain.org.uk 

We look forward to welcoming you. 

NAGC, Challenge House, Sherwood Drive, Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK3 6DP T 01908 646433 or 0845 450 0295 E amazingchildren@nagcbritain.org.uk W www.nagcbritain.org.uk
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