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[image: image1.emf]Hello Explorers, 
A warm welcome to your June meeting. 
Today we have a fun afternoon of science with Science Boffins. 
Today’s meeting will include the AGM.

Over the last year we have had a good range of stimulating, educational and fun activities for our children and the meetings have been well attended.  We are pleased to say that feedback shows the branch has been a welcoming, happy and friendly place for children and adults. We always accept offers of help and advice in order to improve. We would like to continue to provide fun and challenging activities for the children, and to organise further support sessions for the parents. 

Some exciting events have already been provisionally organised for next term. These include natural history, maths, and problem solving. 
HOWEVER

The committee needs more members and if more do not come forward,
WE WILL REGRETFULLY NEED TO CONSIDER CLOSING THE BRANCH
It will only take a handful of extra people to ensure that the group can move forward strongly, but without that help…
Please attend the AGM and be prepared to offer some help and support, however small, to ensure a future for your Explorers Group. Offering to help does NOT need to be a big commitment. Expanding our volunteer base would mean several doing a little rather than a few doing a lot.

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO TAKE THE CLUB FORWARD.

Committee members here this afternoon:

Conny Doros

(Treasurer) 

Becky Rose

(Activities Coordinator)

Hans Doornekamp
(Joint Activities Coordinator)

James Masters

(Webmaster/Secretary)

Sue Landaw 

(Branch Contact and Membership Secretary)

Please see them if you have any questions or issues.

A note about signing in on arrival: 

After registering and paying the entrance fee, all adults are asked to sign their children in for the sessions. 

By signing in, you are noting and agreeing that:

The activity leader is leading the activity, supported by parents as agreed by the organising team. 

Your child may be left with these leaders.

You remain responsible for your child at all times. 

Should it be necessary, you may be asked to come into the session to support or remove your child. 

****************************************************************************************

CRB Checked? If you are CRB checked, or would like to be, please let us know.

[image: image2.png]***************************************************************************
The NAGC offer Arts Awards to any young person, who is interested in any art form.  The student must be age 10-18 (examinations can not be taken by students under age 11), and be prepared to work with a registered Arts Award adviser to complete a folio demonstrating their independent study of the arts using guidelines established by the Arts Awards.  These guidelines and an overview of the awards are discussed at the Arts Awards web site: www.artsaward.org.uk.  The folio must be presented for examination (called a ‘moderation’) by an external examiner as the awards are accredited examinations at level 1, 2 and 3. 

 Arts Awards can also be achieved at a Summer School, as part of a school syllabus, or by studying independently at an independent centre to a personal timetable.  Each student must register with a trained Arts Award Adviser, and must spend some time with this adviser. 

Independent study 
 Once a student is registered, and has an understanding of the component parts of the award, they can complete these parts at their own pace.  This method is particularly suitable for students registered to an independent organisation such as NAGC Explorers Club.  Regular meetings with the Adviser are recommended, either in a group session or private tutorial. 

For more details of the Arts Award you should visit www.artsaward.org.uk.  

Head Office would like to offer the Arts Award in every region, and we are applying for extensive funding for this.  We hope to offer you organised activities for your branch. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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ICE 
Inspire Challenge Excel
What is ICE?
ICE is a new programme aimed at young people aged 12 and above who are interested in trying out volunteering for the first time. It is a tool to encourage volunteering at all levels of NAGC, at our Head Office, branches and events. 

ICE is made up of 5 challenges; each young person must complete three to complete the challenge. 

Please contact Julia Cloke on juliacloke@nagcbritain.org.uk or telephone 0845 450 0295. 
Regular Messages

Pre-booking:
We realise that it is difficult if you have booked a place for an Explorers meeting and your child becomes ill at the last minute and you are unable to attend. 

However, we would appreciate it if you would let us know as often there is a waiting list for places. 

We run on a budget and payment for the places booked is essential to help us manage the programme. Booked places not allocated must be paid for.  

PLEASE:
Check your emails and the website before a meeting in case of last minute changes.

Include up to date contact details with your bookings and keep us informed of any email changes. Respond if asked so we know you have received messages! THANK YOU! 

NAGC Helpline:  
0845 450 0221 for help with giftedness issues. NAGC members can pre-book sessions.

www.nagcbritain.org.uk 
Joining the NAGC:

Joining the NAGC has benefits for everyone.  Members receive news, information and support. The NAGC gains more support with more members, and is better able to support gifted children and their families wherever they are. 

Our club receives financial support for every NAGC member who joins our branch. Better funding widens our ability to continue to deliver quality activities. Find out more at www.nagcbritain.org.uk
Fund-raising:  

We fund-raise via http://buy.at/HertsExplorers (an on-line shopping portal, with Marks & Spencer, Amazon, John Lewis and other famous names). A commission from each purchase comes to Explorers, and we receive a cheque when our commission reaches £20. www.yellowmoon.org.uk Remember to quote SNA1122 if you buy on line from Yellow Moon. Also http://www.specialistcrafts.co.uk Or tell your friends and help raise funds for the club. 

Programme!

We always welcome ideas, comments and suggestions for potential future Explorers events. If anyone has an event idea that they want to organise themselves with help from the committee, or if anyone is willing to organise an event that we haven’t got round to running yet please contact any of the committee.
Have a great afternoon, and please fill in a feedback form as you leave.  We value your comments and suggestions. 

NEXT MEETING: Sunday 4th July – Rocket Making & Launching! 
Keep your fingers crossed for good weather!
Please check our web site www.nagc-herts.org.uk for news and updates, and full details of future meetings.  

These events are NOT run by the NAGC
MASTER CLASSES

Run by Gabbitas Educational Consultants
19/06/2010 for 1 day. Ages 11 - 13 Cost £45. 

The Cartoon Museum London WC1

Contact:Patricia Morse Carrington House 126-130 Regent Street London W1B 5EE
Telephone:020 7734 0161Fax:020 7437 1764 Email:patricia.morse@gabbitas.co.uk
CLAY ANIMATION Led by experts at the Cartoon Museum

 Come to the Cartoon Museum, discover how you too can be an animator. If you love Wallace and Gromit, Chicken Run or Creature Comforts then this may be for you. You will work in small groups using coloured clay with each group producing its own animation. These will then be edited by the tutor and each participant will be sent a DVD of all the animation produced on the day. You will also have the chance to see some great original cartoons and comics.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
GIFT COMES TO TATE BRITAIN

MASTERCLASSES FOR THE EXCEPTIONALLY ABLE
www.giftltd.co.uk/
GIFT, providers of internationally-renowned enrichment courses, have organised a series of eight stand alone
Masterclasses at the request of local parents and schools. 
The venue will be the Tate Britain Gallery, Millbank,Pimlico, London SW1. 

The projects are aimed at National Curriculum Years 7-11 and based in creative sketchbook art, the history of art, and creative writing with art as a stimulus.
Seeing red? Feeling blue? Green with envy? This is a chance to explore colour through the eyes of an artist. Find out what colours represent and how they can make you feel. Invent your very own colour range, inspired by William Turner's and Mark Rothko's experiments. Look at classic paintings through 'coloured eyes'. There is plenty of opportunity to make your own colourful work throughout the day. Please bring an A4 sketch book.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
International Gateway for Gifted Youth (IGGY) http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/study/iggy/events/
IGGY is an international network of the brightest and most creative young people aged 11-19. Members are part of a global community that provides access to a wide range of exciting opportunities unavailable anywhere else. 
IGGY  Juniors is a brand new service for students who are not yet old enough to join IGGY. IGGY Juniors will work with accredited organisations to provide programmes for the world’s brightest 7 - 13 year olds.  IGGY Juniors will have access to an increasing range of programmes designed with them in mind. These programmes will bring together gifted learners from around the globe in either online or face-to-face environments and provide support, encouragement and intellectual stimulation. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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